Introduced by Council Member Brown: 

RESOLUTION 2014-181
A RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING THE PASSING AND CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF FIREFIGHTER/ENGINEER ROBERT “SMILEY” OR “SMITTY” SMITH OF THE JACKSONVILLE FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville, the community and hundreds of fellow firefighters were saddened by the untimely death of Firefighter Engineer Robert “Smiley” or “Smitty” Smith, a member of the Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department, on March 06, 2013; and


WHEREAS, Engineer Smith was a life-long resident of Jacksonville graduating from William M. Raines High School, Class of 1971, and begun a journey of serving his country and others in the United States Army Reserve; and


WHEREAS, to further his pursuit of serving others he attended the Fire Training Academy at Florida Community College of Jacksonville where he learned the skills of preserving life and property through firefighting and rescue techniques and became a firefighter with the Jacksonville Fire and rescue Department on May 12, 1985, was later promoted to Engineer and served with distinction and dedication the various communities of Jacksonville for 27 years and 10 months; and 


WHEREAS, he served and lived such a life that following his death many individuals fortunate enough to work with him or cross his path shared fond memories and testimonies with his family attesting to his genuine demonstration of faith, kindness, an service, whether fighting fires or engaging in rescue maneuvers at work, sharing in a celebration of others or giving of himself and his resources during times of bereavement, illness, need or hardship; and


WHEREAS, he was a committed husband to Mary “Mae” Smith for 35 years, a dedicated father to Mwanawah, Aushia, Serretta and Robert III, a grandfather, a brother to his fellow firefighters, a dedicated friend to many and lived a life filled with demonstrated acts of service; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby does hereby acknowledge the life of Firefighter Engineer Robert “Smiley or “Smitty” Smith and extends its heartfelt appreciation for his years of service to the Jacksonville Community.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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